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If winter comes, can spring be far behind? 

 

If it is 2016 already, that means LDHS is 55 years old this year. 

 

If you are receiving this newsletter by snail mail and have email, you can help LDAA by sending an 

email address. 

 

And if you have been an annual member for at least 10 years, there is good news for you. 

 

 

Homecoming 2016 

Homecoming will soon be upon us and LDAA is back in gear!  This is an early invitation to “come 

home” for the Homecoming Football Game on October 14, 2016. At the game the Alumni Association 

will present its annual honorees who will be further recognized at a reception on Saturday afternoon, 

October 15 at the high school. Following the Friday night game is the post-game Tailgate for Alumni 

Family and Football Family in the Lower Dauphin High School Cafeteria.    

 

The Alumni Board (more about that below) has decided that because the time is so brief and the weather 

unpredictable at the football game, we are planning an additional event—a Reception Saturday afternoon 

in the high school library at which time friends, family, and classmates of the Alumni Honorees can be 

recognized more fully without being rushed. 

 

This celebration is one of a number of changes decided at the March 2016 meeting of the Alumni 

Association.  We are also extending a sincere invitation to all past Alumni Honorees, particularly if you 

have not been in the high school since Homecoming 2015, to attend the reception.  We would like to take 

a group picture of both the 2016 Honorees and a group photo of all (or as many who can attend) past 

Alumni Honorees.  These will be sent to the local paper, placed in the Alumni Showcase, and will be sent 

to each Alumni Honoree in attendance (past and present) 

 

More details on Homecoming to follow in the summer newsletter. 

 
Lifetime Membership in LDAA 

To all of you who have remained loyal in your annual membership for at least 10 years, you are now 

being added to the Lifetime Members category!  We thank you for your loyal support and want to honor 

that steadfastness by saying to you, “Thank you!  Consider yourself paid up!”  We assume you know who 
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you are, but if you are not sure, the Alumni Association was founded in 1989 so if you have been a 

member for any ten years from that date, your dues are now considered paid.  If you have any questions 

about this, please contact our Secretary Kathy Weber, kweber@ldsd.org.  

 

We are looking forward to being able to celebrate a large number of Lifetime Members! 

 

The Board further reminds all Alumni Association members that their presence is welcomed at all LDAA 

Board meetings.  Our next meeting will be held at the Hummelstown Historical Society on Main Street on 

May 10, 7:30 p.m. 

 
An All-School Reunion? 

During our spectacular Golden Jubilee Celebration in 2010 there was a lot of discussion about making 

this reunion an every-five-years event.  We basked in your compliments and expressions that you would 

like to meet on an established schedule, and we have not forgotten this!  However, your Alumni Board in 

2015 was consumed with the daunting task of refurbishing the Alumni Showcase, as well as many of its 

members having been involved in the 250th Celebration of the Founding of Hummelstown (2012), and 

others found themselves engaged in building a Field House which was dedicated in 2014, and we just 

didn’t have the time or manpower to devote the needed attention to doing this right. 

 

However, let’s talk! 

 

There has been indication that some classes would like to see either an All-Class Reunion or some means 

by which classes can come together during Homecoming Week-end. There are many ways to work 

toward events that include all classes.  Hummelstown High School still holds a reunion (more power to 

them!) and the oldest continuing (with a government proclamation to prove it) Alumni Association in the 

country is in central Pennsylvania in the small town of Curwensville which last year celebrated its 128th 

Annual Banquet. 

 

There are plans for a group of interested persons to meet sometime between April (and maybe as late as at 

the Tailgate after Homecoming 2016 or at the Reception Saturday afternoon).  If you are interested in 

being involved in this discussion and/or planning, please email kweber@ldsd.org.  Let her know 

your interest.  Nothing has been decided at this time, so let your thoughts and ideas be heard.  We 

will also use LDAA’s Facebook page for any discussion anyone would like to initiate. 

 

 
Loyal Hearts Proclaim: The First Fifty Years of Lower Dauphin High School 

By now most of our readers are aware of the book written to preserve the history of Lower Dauphin High 

School.  Sales have been brisk and compliments high.  In fact, we are sure that most of you, too, will love 

the stories and the phenomenal collection of facts and records of the first fifty years, Anything you want 

to know is here; more than you have remembered is here. In fact, the standard answer when someone at 

the school asks, “Does anyone remember?” or “I wish I had a list of…,” the answer is, “Look in Loyal 

Hearts Proclaim!  It likely is there.”  And it is!! 

 

However, if you have NOT heard or seen this book, you may want to talk to someone who has.  There is 

no other school in the United States that has published such a comprehensive memorabilia as we 

have.  The book names all class and student council presidents, an endless list of clubs, kings and queens, 

valedictorians, salutatorians, class gifts, accolades and eulogies, hook days, and a notable unhook day, as 

well as a section on unofficial school clubs and groups—and narratives of many programs and events. 

Loyal Hearts Proclaim reveals faculty stories and LD Sweethearts (a feature no other school can claim). 

It recalls Marie Bergan Weber who built an entire orchestra from a handful of fledgling string players. 

There are Reflections written by graduation classes, a Profile of each class, a partial listing of the themed 
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Alumni Showcase displays, a remembrance of the faculty basketball team, and Mr. Staver’s description of 

how producing a musical the first year, under the direction of Jane Mellin Smith, was the catalyst in 

elevating the culture of the school and taking on a view of a liberal arts educational approach.  

 

In the words of an early administrator, “The book is outstanding! It has a wealth of information and a 

varied presentation that makes every page an interesting adventure. Even more, you have managed to 

capture the soul of the district—and the community. What a record for a school district to have!”   

 

 
 

The book can be ordered on Amazon.  However, orders can also be placed directly with the author for the 

same price as listed on Amazon.  This is being offered because we have found that the print on demand 

by Lightning Source, the original book printing company, produces a much high quality than does 

Amazon.  So if you want more information or would like to place an order, the price is $60 plus shipping. 

(Amazon’s Prime rate price is $65.)  (jtwitmer@aol.com)  We welcome additional comments on the 

book.  Below are some of initial ones: 

 
Just seeing the cover made me want to read the book. And the information inside was astounding. 

……………………… 
As Mr. David Smith said as he was reading it, "Awesome and more Awesome." Mr. Steven Messner 
described it as "Amazing." Mrs. Melody Lovelidge '64 wrote, "The book is definitely a hit and touches 
anyone connected to Lower Dauphin." And Dr. Janet Calhoon ’66 described it as being like a treasure 
chest in which one continues to find one treasure after another. 
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Ordering today!   From Beijing! 
Don Frantz 
 
"It covers all the classes, events, and idiosyncrasies to make it interesting and entertaining to all LD 
alums." 
Ron Orsini 
 
WOW!!!  What a masterpiece!   Received my copy of "Loyal Hearts" in Saturday mail and spent the 
afternoon devouring it! I thought I truly understood the undertaking of your effort, but after seeing the 
finished product I never really had had a "clue" as to its depth and breadth. 
 

Thank you for undertaking such a monumental task.  The end result is truly remarkable. As I 
look back on my life, my pleasant memories of my high school days will always be cherished. 
Mike Orsini 
 
The Showcase 
There is just no end to the activities of the Lower Dauphin Alumni Association!  

Our newest project, made possible by the profits from Loyal Hearts Proclaim, has been to make 

improvements to the physical structure of the Showcase in the Alumni Lobby of the High School.  For 

those who have not had the opportunity during the past twenty years to visit the High School, be sure to 

put that on your “bucket list!”  More on this in the next issue of Falcon Pride! 

 

 

Join the LOWER DAUPHIN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
By becoming a member of Lower Dauphin Alumni Association, you will receive newsletters and 
other pertinent information relative to alumni.  Please include an email address to receive the 
newsletters. Please send your current email address to kweber@ldsd.org.  
 
NAME_________________________________________________________(please include maiden name)   
 
Year of Graduation __________     Occupation______________________________ 
 
Name of Spouse or Partner, if LD Graduate____________________________    Year of Spouse or Partner’s 
Graduation __________ 
 
Street Address___________________________________________  
 
City_______________________________ Home Phone ___________  Email __________________   
 
State __________________________ZIP __________________ Business Phone ____________________ 
 One-year single membership - $6. 
 One-year Sweetheart Special membership - $10. (if both are LD Graduates) 
 Lifetime single membership - $70.  
 Lifetime Sweetheart membership - $100. 

 
Please send checks payable to LDAA, P.O. Box 255, Hummelstown, PA 17036.   
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